ShelterBox

In times of disaster, many thousands of people are often left homeless and without basic shelter and survival equipment. Shelterbox stands at the ready to provide aid to those in need anywhere in the world.

Each ShelterBox is a large, rugged, green plastic container that holds a 10-person tent and a range of other equipment. In general, typical box contents could include: 
• Thermal blankets and insulated ground sheets 
• Waterproof ponchos and bin bags 
• A multi-fuel stove that can burn anything from diesel to old paint! 
• Cooking pans, utensils, bowls and mugs 
• Collapsible water containers and water purification tablets 
• A basic tool kit – hammer, axe, saw, pliers, hoe head, trenching shovel, rope etc 
• A small, children’s pack containing drawing books, crayons, pens etc. 
However, a range of equipment is kept in stock. This allows ShelterBox to be flexible and adjust the contents of the box according to local conditions and what is most urgently needed. 
We also have sleeping bags that can be used in particularly cold conditions. 
Sometimes – particularly if other resources are available locally and the overwhelming need is for shelter – we will just send tents and pack two in each box. 
Once assembled, boxes will be banded and sealed ready for transit. They are also individually numbered so each box can be tracked and donors can know its final destination.
Cost for each box is only $1,200.00 

The unique ShelterBox concept was thought up and developed by ex-Royal Navy search-and-rescue diver Tom Henderson – the charity’s founder and general manager.  The Shelter Box Trust was established by the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard, England. Boxes are pre-packed and warehoused in the UK ready for shipping.  Rotary clubs in the United States, Australia, Canada and Malaysia have also set up national branches of ShelterBox in their countries to fundraise.

ShelterBox frequently manages to reach disaster scenes up to a week ahead of other, larger aid agencies. That’s because ShelterBox’s links with the worldwide network of Rotary clubs not only helps with fundraising; it also gives them an enormous advantage in the field.  Rotary has 33,000 clubs and operates in most countries of the world. Often, when a disaster strikes, our first point of contact is with a club from the country concerned. Their local knowledge means they can advise on what has happened, where the worst damage has occurred and exactly what help is needed. Our Rotary contacts – often senior business figures – can frequently advise on how best to get aid into their country, sometimes bypassing bureaucracy that can hold up organizations without local knowledge. Because Rotary and ShelterBox are totally non-partisan and use volunteers who work and live with the local population, our ShelterBox Response Teams (SRTs) can often cross political and religious divides in order to reach areas where some organizations are reluctant to operate. As a result – in Sri Lanka and Indonesia following the Boxing Day Tsunami of 2004, in Pakistan following the Kashmir earthquake of 2005 and in Java following the earthquake and tsunami of 2006 – our SRTs are often the first on the scene with help for disaster victims.  More recently ShelterBox tents were erected in Burma following the cyclone and China following the earthquake.

For more information go to www.shelterbox.ca 
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10 person tent 
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Basic Supplies
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